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SPRING 2023

President's Minute

Happy SPRING fellow WDS gardeners! Time to shed those winter blues and continue to
prepare our seeds and seedlings for planting in pots and/or directly into the ground. Thank
you to my predecessor, Monique Warnke (your new ADS Region 2 President), for her
outstanding past WDS leadership. I am humbled and honored to be serving as your new
WDS President along with our diversified and talented Board. The board and I are here to
serve YOU… so if you have club issues/concerns, you can always approach any of us with
your positive and constructive/correctional comments and/or suggestions. 

With the rising costs of securing WDS meeting space, we have been seeking out new venues
that are more user friendly to non-profit organizations, like ours. To that end, in the coming
months, we will be trying out two new eastside Madison locations: 
       April 15th -  UW Extension, 5201 Fen Oak Drive
       May 13th - Goodman Center, 214 Waubesa St. 
We want to be both good stewards of our WDS finances and respectful of your travel time,
and that’s why we want to try having our gatherings at both east and west side meeting
locations. 

We have an exciting lineup of speakers for your educational and enjoyment purposes:
       April 15th ~ David Robinson
       May 13th ~ Chad Bush 
       Oct. 28th Annual meeting ~ Tom Smoulder 

It’s going to be an exciting year within the WDS ~ ADS organizations. On Saturday, June
10th, WDS will be having a membership picnic, starting at 12 noon at the pavilion located
near the Healing Garden at the Edgerton Hospital. Please bring a dish to pass, chairs (mask
to go inside for restroom usage). We have our ADS National Convention in Nashville, TN
(June 14th ~ 17th), and our ADS Region 2 Summer meeting in Lansing, MI (July 21st ~ 23rd).
We are in the process of securing a bus to the Summer Regional meeting as a generous WDS
club membership benefit, however, to do so, we need to have enough WDS members sign up.
If you have not yet signed up, are interested in joining us and making the bus a sure thing,
please sign up by the firm deadline of May 1st. You may email your “R2 Summer bus ride
request” directly to me at: acupleasur@aol.com. Thank you! 

SPRING is nature’s way of saying “Let’s Party!”  Take care of yourselves, have fun and party
in your gardens! 

Steven 

A not for profit organization promoting the enjoyment, awareness, and
propagation of the genus Hemerocallis
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April  15th - The WDS April meeting will feature David Robinson of
Heavy Petal Daylilies: https://www.facebook.com/heavypetaldaylilies.
The meeting starts at noon and will be at the UW Extension Office at
5201 Fen Oak Drive in Madison.

May 13th – The WDS May meeting welcomes Chad Bush of Colorful
Chaos Daylilies: https://colorfulchaosdaylily.weebly.com. The meeting
will be at the Goodman Center at 214 Waubesa Street in Madison and
starts at noon.

June 10th – The WDS Summer Picnic will take place at the Edgerton
Hospital and Health Services Healing garden (11101 North Sherman
Road, Edgerton). The picnic starts at noon, see page 5 for details.

June 14th – 17th  – The American Daylily Society 2023 National
Convention, “Grand Ole Daylilys”, in Nashville! Registration is now open,
visit https://ahs2023national.com/shop to register and get the details.
Thanks to WDS, youth registrations are FREE!

July 21st -23rd - The Region 2 Summer Meeting, “In the Middle of the
Mitten” will be held in Lansing MI. WDS is planning on having a bus for
members to attend if enough people sign up to ride. For more details visit:
https://adsregion2.org/about/region-2-summer-meeting.

August 5th  – The WDS Adoption Auction starts at noon at Glacier Creek
Middle School in Cross Plains.

August 19th -20th – The annual WDS plant sale will be held in Olbrich
Park.

October 28th -  The WDS Annual Meeting will Feature Tom Smoulder of
Smoulder’s Daylily Garden https://smouldersdaylilygarden.com. The
meeting will be held at the Doubletree in Madison at 4402 E Washington
Ave. and starts at noon.

UPCOMING WDS EVENTS

'Mercy Wins' 'Pumpkin Britches' 'Thundercat''Mountains Bow Down'

https://www.facebook.com/heavypetaldaylilies
https://colorfulchaosdaylily.weebly.com/
https://ahs2023national.com/shop
https://adsregion2.org/about/region-2-summer-meeting
https://smouldersdaylilygarden.com/


'Border Blessed' 'Mountain Wildflower'

Articles for Upcoming Newsletters:
Do you have ideas for articles you would like
to see in an upcoming newsletter? Would you
be willing to write an article for the
newsletter? Do you have a photo of a daylily
with a fall name that you'd like to see
included? If you can answer yes to any of
these questions, please email Shannon Meyer
at solcottster@gmail.com

Welcome to our new members!
Nellie Broeksteeg

Wendy Chojnowski
Jenny Clark
Jamie Frey

Sandy Humann
Dina Johnson

Mary Korth
Robin Lickel
Ann Lingel

Julia McMillen
David Meriens
Zachary Meyer

Donna Schaefer
Tamara Schulte

Alisa Theis
Tim Waterworth
Mark Wegner

Tami Wick

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS BOARD MEMBERS:

President: Steven King
4426 Hammersley Rd. Madison, WI 53711

608-277-9789, acupleasur@aol.com  
 

Vice-President: Genni Kleckner
2494 Bogus Valley Ln, Muscoda, WI 53573

608-739-9160, f.g.kleckner@gmail.com
 

Secretary: Bobbi Johnson 
405 Robin St. Rockland, WI 54653

608-377-3211, raaschbj@yahoo.com
 

Treasurer: Sue Hill
8495 County Rd G, Verona, WI 53593,

608-832-1579, bunnisoo@aol.com
 

Web Admin: Rhonda Veroeven 
6674 Windsor Ridge Lane, Windsor, WI 53598

608-345-0395, purpleirises1@yahoo.com
 

Ann Miller Holman 
1202 Muirfield Ct. Middleton, WI 53562

608-575-5887, amillerholman@hotmail.com
 

Thomas Marling
3975 Moe Rd., Mt. Horeb, WI  53572

608-767-2900, tmarling66@gmail.com 
 

Newsletter: Shannon Meyer
13741 W State Road 59, Evansville, WI 53536

608-235-4077, solcottster@gmail.com
 

Membership: Laima  Rozkalns
W9095Sawmill Road , Blanchardville, WI 53516

608-335-8324, winterrific@gmail.com
 

Email Communication: Conrad Wrzesinski 
3010 Elm Lane, Middleton, WI 53562

608-231-3279, conradwrz@gmail.com 
   

Newsletter: Marcie Johnson 
3028 W Main St, Sun Prairie, WI 53590

847-502-1370, mljohnson19@yahoo.com

 

 

Favorite Daylily?
Let everyone know about your favorite
Daylily by sharing it in the Newsletter!
Email a photo, description and what
makes it special to you to
solcottster@gmail.com. Your favorites
will be shared in future newsletters for
all to enjoy and add to their wishlists. For
the hybridizers, shameless self-
promotion is encouraged!

My favorite Daylily is Malaysian
Marketplace. It isn’t the tallest but it still
stands out for its vibrant colors and I am
a big fan of bitones. It’s great for a spot
along a border and every flower is
symmetrical and opens perfectly. I have
it in a place where I can admire it from
my kitchen window and it never
disappoints. 

'Malaysian Marketplace'

Salter 2005, 26” tall, 6”
flower, EM, Rebloom,

Semi-Evergreen, Tet, 4
branches, Rose pink
bitone above green

throat

mailto:solcottster@gmail.com
mailto:solcottster@gmail.com
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seedling

YOUTH SEEDLING CONTEST
2025 ADS National Convention 

Hosted by Puget Sound Daylily Club, Seattle, WA

Must be an ADS member at the time of entrance of the contest
through the time of the 2025 Convention.
Must be 18 and under when entering the contest.
All seedlings must be entered on or before May 15, 2023.
Limit 3 Seedlings. 
If you want your seedling returned you must pay for the postage.
You do not need to attend to win.
Must have complete contact information, for winners to receive
their prize.

 Registration fee paid to ADS 2026 National Convention 
 $250.00 gift certificate to Browns Ferry gardens
 $100.00 gift certificate to Browns Ferry gardens

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

There will be first, second and third place prizes:
1.
2.
3.

Tip: convention will be in mid July, so mid-late and late season seedlings
will be most likely to bloom during convention.

 
Please contact Leigh Ann Hines for more information on entering and

where to send entries:
Leigh Ann Hines

21510 NE 133rd St
Woodinville, WA 98077

Leighann.hines@gmail.com
(919)824-4505

 

mailto:Leighann.hines@gmail.com


After a lapse of several years, WDS will host a summer picnic once again
on Saturday, June 10 at 12PM! This year the location is the Edgerton
Hospital and Health Services Healing Garden, the recipient of proceeds
from the 2021 WDS sale. Located about 20 minutes from the southeast
side of Madison, the healing garden is at 11101 North Sherman Road,
Edgerton, just west of I39/90 on HWY 59. Designed and currently
managed by Mark Dwyer, it features a large pond and waterfall, beautiful
plantings, wooded trails, a labyrinth, a kitchen garden, and more. Mark
himself will lead us on a tour to deepen our appreciation of what a
healing garden is and what this one in particular has to offer. 

Please bring a dish to pass and the club will provide sandwiches and
bottled water. 

The picnic will be held rain or shine in the pavilion at the south side of
the pond. We’ll have picnic tables and some chairs but feel free to bring
one if you can. Check the map for where to park at the facility. Either side
of the building is convenient, and the pavilion is accessible by sidewalk
from both. Please no parking on the grass — sprinkler system, you know!

You’re Invited to the WDS Summer Picnic !

Saturday, June 10 at the Edgerton Hospital and 
Health Services Healing Garden

The EHHS healing garden is free and open to
the public to facilitate community wellness. It is
a serene and lovely retreat where patients,
visitors, employees and the whole community
can revitalize the mind, body and spirit – a
place for healing in all its manifestations.
Through the beauty of the plants, the smell of
the flowers, the sound of the waterfall, and the
meditative qualities of the garden, we know
that you will benefit from the healing properties
of nature found in our Healing Garden.
Research shows that healing gardens provide
many benefits, including shorter hospital stays,
reduced post-surgical complications and pain
meds, and improved morale for both patient
and staff.  
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In talking with David Kirchhoff recently, he

said: “Don’s work is ever more popular

and the demand from folks wanting to grow

his plants is over the moon. Their

popularity is understandable because Don’s

work is some of the best because he

focuses on the quality of the whole plant as

well as the beautiful bloom.”

Don’s Facebook link:

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?

id=100009412075351

On April 15th , after making sure you have

filed your taxes, come listen to

hybridizer David Robinson of Heavy Petal

Daylilies at the UW-Extension, 5201 Fen

Oak Drive, Madison: noon. Hailing from

Bloomington, Illinois, David said on

Facebook, “Uniqueness is the 1 st checkbox

for me. Then color and habit…”.

Looking for that ‘Wow’ factor in a city clay-

soiled lot, David chose to focus on

diploids as he feels, “…it’s easier to get

unique faces”. Inspired by Richard Norris’s

flat faces and William Marchant’s patterns

with Bob Faulkner as mentor, David breeds

for hardy patterned, tall strong scapes with

rebloom such as ‘Soundtrack to Your

Escape’, Robinson 2018.

On March 18th , Don Wolff from Louisville,

Kentucky will be speaking at the WDS

meeting on his experiences with

hybridizing within a residential size

suburban lot.

Don’s passion for daylilies began in 1993

and within three years he began to

breed them. Starting with David Kirchhoff’s

doubles, Jan Joiner (Firefly Frenzy,

Joiner 2002) and the daylilies of Bobby

Scott at Top Guns Daylilies, he registered

his first introductions in 2004 (‘Gretchen’s

Surprise’ and ‘Double Sanibel Sunrise’).

Don’s wife, Claudia, became interested in

UFOs like ‘Sebastian the Crab’, Joiner

2003, which led to his interest in creating

double UFOs. Working now with his

own line, Don focuses on better branching,

bud count and that certain uniqueness

in both his Diploid doubles and double

UFOs. His daylilies flourish in gardens from

Kentucky to Idaho and Texas.

WDS Spring Speakers
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by Linda Shields

'Gretchen's Surprise'

'Dash of Splash'
David Robinson, 2020

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100009412075351


When David first started, rather than

paying a bundle for each daylily, he

decided to grow his own. He found joining

Facebook groups about daylilies a

“learning experience”. This knowledge led

to producing about 300 seeds per year in

his limited space. And his speech will

include his answers to ‘How to be

Successful in a Small Space’, ‘How to set

Goals and be Ruthless’ and the future of

Diploids.

A link to the Heavy Petal Facebook site:

https://www.facebook.com/heavypetalda

ylilies

daylily source. Intrigued, he bought a half

dozen daylily plants. By the time he thought

to gather their seeds around 2005, he was

hooked. His first introduction was

registered in 2013: ‘Frances Augustine',

named for his grandmother. 

Spring Speakers continued

As families sometimes will do, the name of

Chad’s garden was determined as he was in

the midst of raising children …’Colorful

Chaos Daylilies’. At CCD, the goals are clear:

grow the tetraploids which were dormant

and hardy with color and patterns, edges

and teeth. Chad said to me he was looking

for that “…artsy, crazy wild looking daylily”.

Maybe that’s why he loves broken colors

and color changers.

Chad’s speech with slides will look at how he

grows from seed, how the flowers

guide him and how to achieve your goals.

Chad’s Facebook link is:

https://www.facebook.com/chad.bush.10

Chad’s website link is:

https://colorfulchaosdaylily.weebly.com/

'Soundtrack to Your Escape'

On May 13th , please take a break from

spring weeding and come listen to

hybridizer Chad Bush of Michigan at noon

in the Goodman Center, 214 Waubesa

Street, Madison. Right after Y2K, while

Chad was interested in Orienpet lilies, he

happened to receive a catalog from a 

'Frances Augustine'
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In Category 1 Theresa Schwandt had a blast with her winning
photo of the daylily ‘Cosmic Blast’. Cynthia Wadsworth’s
winning entry was a striking photo of a deep purple flower
with an ethereal white edge on the daylily ‘Elrond‘s Ring’.

Winners of the Eighteenth Annual 
WDS Photo Contest

Category 1: Single Flower – Close-up of a single bloom without companion plants or other daylilies
prominent in the background. 
Category 2: Clump – Group of two more daylily flowers without companion plants or other daylilies
prominent in the background. 
Category 3: Daylilies in the Landscape – A daylily clump with companion plants or multiple daylilies in
a garden or landscape setting.
Category 4: Creative Artistry– A daylily viewed from a different perspective or a garden critter
landing on or nestled in a daylily flower.

The Eighteenth Annual WDS Photo Contest greeted WDS members with a profusion of eye candy at
their February meeting. Since the inception of the first WDS Photo Contest in 2006, the entries have
become more varied and creative. The 2023 photo contest was no exception. This year the contest
featured a total of 95 entries. Many entries came from members who had not previously entered the
WDS Photo Contest.

The WDS Photo Contest has come a long way since the first contest was held in 2006, in which there was
only one category. Now the contest format features four different categories in which members can
enter their photos. Each WDS Member could submit a maximum of four photos. The four photos could all
be submitted in one category or distributed among the four categories, which are described below.

Fifty-two WDS Members attending the February meeting voted for their favorite photo in each category.
Each member could only cast a vote for one photo in each category. Two winners were selected in each
category based on the most votes received. An entrant could win in only one category regardless of the
total number of votes received.

Each Contest winner will receive a certificate for a free daylily of their choice at the WDS Daylily Sale in
August. The winning photos are featured on the WDS web site (www.wisdaylilysoc.org).

WDS Members are encouraged to exercise their photographic talents to capture their favorite daylily
blooms this summer to enter in the Nineteenth Annual WDS Photo Contest, which will be held in 2024. 

By Conrad J. Wrzesinski

Theresa Schwandt's entry of
'Cosmic Blast'

Cynthia Wadsworth's
 entry of  

'Elrond's Ring'
 

http://www.wisdaylilysoc.org/


In Category 2 Genni Kleckner’s winning photo was two eye
catching patterned eye blooms on the daylily ‘Echo Beach’. 
 Barry Rowe’s winning entry was a closeup of two almost
symmetrical blooms on the daylily ‘Ezekiel’.

In Category 3 Sue Hill’s winning entry drew the eye down a
garden path to vista of colorful daylily and perennial
companion plants all in flower. Pat Sturdevant’s winning
photo featured a garden setting with myriad of colorful
daylilies in full bloom. 

In Category 4 the two winners were Scott Elliott with a close-
up of a bee covered with pollen nestled in flower and ready
to embark on its own hybridizing foray, and Becky
Robinson’s whimsical photo of her granddaughter
surrounded by a panoply of flowers.

Genni Kleckner's entry 
'Echo Beach’

Barry Rowe’s 
entry  'Ezekial’

Sue Hill’s entry 

Becky Robinson’s  entry

Scott Elliott's entry

Pat Sturdevant’s
entry 



Remembering June Johnson
By Ruth Horrall

 I’d anticipated helping my old friend (Beverly)
June Johnson convalesce following an early
January 2023 hip replacement. Instead I’ll be
writing her life history. Many WDS friends are
aware that June died December 19th, 2022.
Though many of you have worked beside her at
WDS preps, digs and sales you may not know
much about her background. Born in a small
Illinois town, Aurora, she spent early years on
several farms her father rented. June had an older
brother and two older sisters that delighted in
teasing their youngest sibling. Earliest education
was spent in a small rural one-room school house.
She fondly remembered one special teacher, but
had dismal recollections of long, cold walks to
reach school.

When she was an adolescent her father died. Then
she and her mother moved to Beloit, WI. In high
school she enjoyed playing both clarinet and
French horn and singing in the choir and in a
mixed vocal quartet.

After high school graduation June spent four
years at Blackburn College in Carlinville, IL. Her
major was English with a minor in music.
Blackburn students paid part of their tuition doing
school maintenance jobs in the cafeteria or
cleaning and gardening.

After graduation her English major prepared her
for various jobs. She first was situation in Boston,
MA with a publishing company. Later, she did a
stint as a social worker in Chicago. There she
managed advertising and publishing. After many
years of the daily grind June sold her Naperville
home and purchased a home on Madison’s near
west side where she was semi-retired. Now in
Madison in 1990, just turned 50, she resumed her
love of gardening and music. She took singing
lessons from Ruth Horrall for some preparation
for choral auditions. David Crosby accepted her
into the Festival Choir as an alto. She sang in
several other Madison choral groups and in Ruth
Horrall’s recitals and the First Unitarian Society
Choir.

her expertise in advertising and publishing she
returned the struggling company to success
before she retired.

Her WDS history began reluctantly –
reluctantly because before she’d been
INDOCTRINATED about daylily hybridizing
she didn’t realize what a challenge and a joy our
daylily world could be! Gradually she became a
very enthusiastic WDS member serving on the
board, working vigorously at digs, preps and
our spectacular cultivar sales. One memorable
sale was co-chaired with Ruth Horrall and their
dedicated committee which grew, harvested
and packaged plants for a Region II sale – they
used boxes and photos to attract buyers.
Hitherto cultivars at Region II sales were sold
haphazardly from tables. A big success.

During early working years she vacationed in
Europe, touring England, Spain and the
Scandinavian countries. She also made several
car trips driving her elderly mother through
America’s western states. 

All three of her siblings preceded her in death.
She leaves ten nieces and nephews – many of
whom received her hand knit hats as Christmas
gifts.

Many of us remember her diligent ad
campaigns saturating the Madison area with
pre WDS sale information. Without her efforts
we might not have been able to toast successes
so loudly. Through the years June volunteered
her energies in service to WDS enterprises. We
considered her not just a “dues payer”, but as a
prime contributor. We highly valued her and
will truly miss our great member and friend. 

Following one year of
what she called mid-life
retirement she
accepted a job as Office

Manager of Medical
Physics Publishing Co.
in Madison. Through 



Greetings, I would like to introduce myself. I’m Linda Shields, former Chair of the ADS

Educational Outreach Committee and present member of the ADS Marketing Committee and a

newer member of the WDS. I am passionate about daylilies and words, just like you. I wrote this

crossword puzzle for a reason. We all come here from different backgrounds and for different

purposes but when we come together to communicate, we all need to speak and understand

the same language…the language of daylilies. This puzzle contains fifty terms defined in the

Daylily Dictionary found on the ADS website. You might think only Exhibition Judges need to

know some of these definitions but this isn’t true. Hybridizers, daylily gardeners and marketers

all use these terms on their websites, in selling to you and in their speeches. And when you are

talking day-to-day, using the right word is empowering for everyone. 

So, find a cozy spot: grab a pencil, your iPad and have some fun …

P.S. Results will be published in the next newsletter.

Ready, Set, Go!
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1A) This term refers to floral segments markedly wider at the end, like a kitchen spatula.

2A) This term is used when a correctly registered daylily exhibits two or more of these forms: spider,
unusual form, polymerous or double.

3A) This term refers to a daylily flower’s petals and sepals: its perianth segments.

4A) This process is where a stem originates from the primary scape and bears two or more buds.

5A) This is a specific edge on a flower where the edge is a different color than that of the flower’s base
color.

6A) A flower stalk without leaves.

7A) The outmost periphery of petals and occasionally sepals. They can have knobs, braids, tentacles, fringe
and teeth.

8A) In reference to color, it refers to the layering of one color over another. Overlay, dusting and this term
are interchangeable.

9A) Plants of the genus Hemerocallis, family Asphodelaceae.

10A) A term used to describe the tissue on a segments edge resulting in a wavy appearance which may be
very loose, deep or tightly compressed.

11A) A flower with an intermingling of two colors.

12A) The part of the daylily that begins as a bud on a scape and matures to a flower.

13A) An individual whose chromosomes bear identical genes of any given allelic pair.

14A) A plant having 22 chromosomes or two base sets.

15A) A daylily having 44 chromosomes or four base sets.

16A) This is an area of different color or a darker shade of the same color located between the throat and
the tip of the flower segments.

17A) A daylily comprised of three petals and sepals, six stamen and one pistil (comprised of three carpels).

18A) This is a water and food conducting VASCULAR bundle which in daylilies usual are parallel.

19A) A flower having lighter sepals and darker petals of the same base color.

20A) A term used to describe THREE-DIMENSIONAL structural features involving or emanating from the
throat, midrib or elsewhere on the petal surface. These forms belong to one of three different groups:
pleated, cristate and relief.

21A) A daylily whose petal length is four times the petal’s width or more, a ratio of 4.0:1 or greater.

22A) When there is an intermingling of many colors, we call the daylily this.

23A) A region of tissue that creates new cells for development and growth.

24A) The bottom segment of a daylily flower.

25A) Foliage that is striped with a color other than green.

Crossword Clues - ACROSS



1D) The inner surface of the flower segments (petals) at their base, immediately above the perianth tube
when the flower is viewed from the front. It may be the same or a different color from the rest of the
flower.

2D) One of the layers of modified leaves that make a flower. A complete flower has four of these.

3D) This term is used in two ways. The first to describe TEXTURE for a ‘flower with a velvet-like wash.’ The
second in reference to COLOR for ‘a flower with a wash of another color over the basic color.’

4D) When the petals and sepals are all one color.

5D) An opaque color pattern originating in the throat and extending outward onto the midrib and tepal
surfaces. The strong contrast and sharp distinct edges show no color bleeding into the surrounding petal
tissue.

6D) The angle between a branch and scape.

7D) The amount of scent a daylily may exhibit.

8D) The point on a scape where floral branching may emerge; or the point on a rhizome that can develop
roots and send up a new fan.

9D) A structure on the edge of a tepal.

1OD) Having more than one cycle of flowering per year.

11D) One of the top three tepals of a daylily that isn’t a double.

12D) A daylily having more than one petal whorl.

13D) The number of sets of chromosomes within a cell or organism.

14D) This refers to a daylily with scapes up to 12 inches in height, bearing miniature, small or large flowers
.
15D) This is the thickness of a daylily’s tissue structure.

16D) This is the part of the daylily (usually underground) whose function is to act as support and
anchorage, a place of food storage, and the primary organ of water and mineral absorption.

17D) This is when the floral segments of a daylily turn inward upon themselves along their length to form a
tubular shape.

18D) Pinched, quilled or twisted floral segments are in this category.

19D) The principal lengthwise vein of a leaf or tepal.

20D) An area of color above the throat on tepals which is faint or only slightly visible.

21D) A design created on a daylily flower by different colors or variations in hue or saturation.

22D) This term refers to daylilies that lose their foliage completely before or shortly after a frost, resuming
growth in the Spring.

23D) Genetically uniform individuals derived originally from a single individual by vegetative propagation.

24D) This term applies to floral segments with sharp folds.

25D) This term is a form of sculpting in which the petals have a deep longitudinal crease on each side of the
midrib. These creases cause folding of the petal upon itself creating a raised platform extending from the
top of the perianth tube and ending between the throat and petal tip.

Crossword Clues - DOWN



Carole Hunter started us out by
showing her progress in her quest for
Northern Instant Rebloom. Our short
growing season cheats us out of the
rebloom that gardeners in the south
enjoy. Further south, new fans develop
around the outside of a mature clump,
and subsequently send up new scapes.
Our plants usually don’t have time to
do this. Carole is encouraging the
genetics that cause the plant to send
up a new scape from the same fan, aka
Instant Rebloom. 

WDS Hybridizers’ Showcase 2023

Sharon, Jim, and Doug Prochaska share a
hybridizing program in Abrams,
Wisconsin. Together they have
introduced 51 cultivars.  Jim hybridizes
for the large (over 8 inches), colorful
daylilies with good bud count and strong
plant habits. Sharon focuses on large
round and unique daylilies.

'Lauren Elizabeth'

‘Von Abram's 
Crazy Eights’ 
(Prochaska, D.

 2023)
 

by Carole Hunter

Doug hybridizes for the large form and
spider form daylilies with special
attributes. He is working on some
daylilies with green throats, some with
teeth, and some with unique patterns.
For 2023, they registered 6 plants, the
SMALLEST bloom being 8”! Check them
out at foxwoodsgarden.com

‘Smilin Possum’ 
(Prochaska. 2023)

 

She started hybridizing in 2010 and
has introduced 21 cultivars, 10 of
which rebloom. She registered 6 new
beauties this year. You can see her
work on her website or follow her on
Facebook. prairiesedgegardens.com 

WDS is fortunate to have members who are actively hybridizing to make the daylily
world a more beautiful place. Every January and February they share with the club a
view of their trials and tribulations and successes of the previous year. This year the
weather goddess smiled down on us so that neither presenters nor audience had to
brave their way over ice and snow to get to the venue for the meetings. 
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Bruce Christoffersen has been
hybridizing in Madison for….a LONG
time. His current quest is for blue. Bruce
shared a lot of eye candy with us, much
of it leaning toward the illusive blue that
many other hybridizers are pursuing.
Bruce has not registered any cultivars,
but is considering one that his late wife,
Sue, was fond of.

Shannon Meyer is our ‘fledgling
hybridizer’. She has several seedlings
that she is proud of, and has given
garden names, but hasn’t made the
leap to register them, YET. Shannon
shared with us her tribulations (!) of
the summer of 2022. Photos of the
canal that was dug in her back yard
to repair water lines made the rest of
us gardeners groan with empathy.
But, she managed to make lemonade
out of lemons and has the beginnings
of what promises to be a pleasant
pond by her back patio. Shannon’s
goals are large, colorful and unique
flowers with an emphasis on bi-tones
and Quasar patterns. She does not
have a website yet but feel free to
email her for more information at
Solcottster@gmail.com.

Meyer seedling

Christofferson seedling

Hybridizers' Showcase continued

Genni Kleckner is our ‘silent’ hybridizer.
She does the dabbing and Francis does
the talking! Like many daylily lovers,
they got bitten by the bug and a simple
hobby became an obsession. They are
only 2 registrations away from hitting
the 100 mark. Most of Genni’s
introductions are large (4 ½”-6 ½”), full
formed, often sporting an eye and edge.

However, she also has some doubles,
toothies and smalls. The Kleckners’
project is called Work in Progress
Gardens. All of us who garden can
identify with that! Look more closely at
what they are doing at
workinprogressgardens.com 

Kleckner's 'Dire Straits'

Thundercat on Overdrive seedling



...a highlight was talking with two gardeners

who stopped by to see us and share photos

of flowers they had grown from seeds we

gave them a few years before! Their

excitement was palpable, but I think our

members who got to see the photos were

equally excited! They took a few more seed

treasures home, hoping to add to their

garden.  

Our WDS workers were PHENOMENAL at

taking in more memberships and gathering

info for reminder cards to go out in August

for our 2023 Plant Sale. In fact, they filled

out so many postcards that we ran out. We

gathered more addresses that filled three

pages on a legal pad. How exciting to think

of our organization growing and we should

be seeing even more people coming to our

sale this summer than the year before! 

This is the last year I'm chairing the Garden

Expo booth and would like to thank every

single person who has helped over the

years I've done this. You truly have been a

big part of why it was such a good

experience and success. The board has put

together a committee to approach the

position in the future, but it will only be

successful if we have continued support of

our membership to help that weekend. It's

not difficult at all and the hours you work

fly by. It's rewarding to be able to share

your hobby and experience, and to see the

smiles of people who learn more about our

daylily hobby. We meet the neatest people

during that event! Think of being a part of

this next February.

We had good weather for a change on the

weekend of our Garden Expo here in

Madison, WI. It was the set up day on

Thursday that was the mess with the six

inches of snow we were blanketed with. It

made it challenging to bring supplies into

the building, so I threw my big blue plastic

sled in the back of the SUV and slid

everything to the back door to

unload....worked like a charm! 

The crew that signed up to work did a

wonderful job getting the word out on our

WDS, as well as spent HOURS talking with

Expo patrons about daylilies, their care, and

handing out seeds to eager gardeners.

Friday and Saturday were really hopping.

We interacted with Expo patrons from the

moment the doors were opened. We gave

out AHS journals, WDS info pamphlets,

care sheets, info on terminology, had

examples of scapes showing branching, a

pot of seedlings on display, and an

unpotted daylily to show the difference

between roots and the bulb of an asiatic

lily. Lots of chances to educate our public! 

We went through well over 1000 packets

of seeds by noon on Sunday. It was a HUGE

draw once again, (along with the

strategically placed candy dish), proving

that people welcome the chance to try their

skill at seed starting. If you have seeds this

coming fall that you will not be planting,

consider putting them in an envelope in the

fridge, and saving them to donate to the

Garden Expo booth seed giveaway next

year. Because, things like this happen...

Garden Expo 2023
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by Sue Hill
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Thank you to Sue Hill!

Artist Extraordinaire Becky Robinson

presented Sue Hill with a beautiful

"Thank You Rock" for her hard work and

dedication to make the Garden Expo

booth such a great success. 

THANK
YOU
Sue!
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