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President's Minute

Greetings WDS movers and shakers! It’s difficult to believe that we are already
approaching the Fall season. I for one, am not ready to bid the Summer season adieu
just yet… there’s still plenty gardening and outdoor living left of the year to experience.

We have had one exciting and action packed Summer! When the June 15th ~ 17th,
77th Annual American Daylily Society (ADS) National Convention arrived, it wasn’t
quite officially summer, however, close enough... with the Nashville, Tennessee
weather. The ADS Convention was an amazing experience with the beautiful tour
gardens, Daylily plant auction, Hat contest, Boutique, Garden Judges and Exhibition
Judges classes, Scientific symposium, Hybridizer’s Forum, Board and Director
meetings, Future Convention and Marketing meetings and Youth meetings, etc... to
name a few activities to keep everyone engaged, productive and happy. There were
many sites to explore and things to do… outside of the convention too. Downtown
Nashville on Broadway didn’t disappoint. There were plenty of live ~ free (tips
appreciated), awesome music performances by individuals and groups just waiting to
be discovered at most of the venues. Broadway was especially magical and festive
during the evening hours with all of the bright neon lights and horse drawn carriage
rides. The historic Grand Ole Opry House ~ the Ryman Auditorium is a treasure,
phenomenal place and pleasure to visit! 
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President's Minute continued

July 21st ~ 23rd found many of us on our WDS club sponsored Badger bus, making our way
to Lansing, MI for the Region 2 Summer Meeting. I’m happy that we were able to open up
the bus opportunity to all of the Wisconsin Daylily clubs when their members obtained a
WDS membership from our club. Once again, there were exceptionally gorgeous tour
gardens, Daylily plant auction, Daylily voting exhibition, meetings and classes to enjoy and
participate in.  

August 5th came around and we had a great turnout for our Annual Plant Adoption and
Auction. It was great for many of us to go home with a variety of newer Daylily Cultivar
Introductions that Genni Kleckner had graciously procured for us. August 13th ~ 20th, was
a very busy time for our WDS club as we geared up for the largest public Daylily Sale in the
United States. The Daylily Plant digs began on the 13th and went through the 16th, the
plant splitting, cleaning, bagging and tagging preparations for the sale were commencing on
the 17th and 18th… with the Grand Daddy Plant sale happening on the 19th and 20th. We
had a fantastic sale this year, even though the Atwood Avenue major road construction and
the hot weather may have kept some people from venturing out to our tents. Our huge sale
success is attributed to the great leadership of Monique Warnke and various people who
played special and instrumental leadership roles, the WDS members who grew and
provided the plants, garden diggers, plant preparations, plant spread sheets, plant labels,
cashiers, greeters and those members who also worked the sale, answering customer
questions, providing direction and making sure that everything ran correctly, smoothly and
efficiently. We could NOT have a successful plant sale, year after year without our talented,
focused and hardworking members who make it ALL happen! We have such a
tremendously dedicated and supportive WDS Club membership that accomplishes great
things for the greater good of our organization. Thank you ALL very much!!!

On October 28th, we will be having our WDS Annual Meeting at the DoubleTree By Hilton,
4402 E. Washington Ave., Madison, WI 53704. The meeting will begin at 12 noon. Our
Guest Speaker for this occasion will be Tom Smoulder, of Smoulder’s Daylily Garden, which
is located in the Northwestern part of his state, Warren Pennsylvania. We look forward to
Tom’s presentation, our business meeting and plenty of delicious food. Please join us for
this event as we celebrate another bountiful year of blessings for our club. Conrad will send
out the Reservation Form via email and it is also available in this newsletter. It is very
important that you print off the reservation form, legibly print your information and send it
along with your payment to me at: 
Steven King, 4426 Hammersley Rd, Madison, WI 53711-2826. 
ALL reservation forms and check payments MUST be received by OCTOBER 14TH, 2023
for us to plan accordingly and for you to be able to attend our annual meeting.  
Thank YOU!

Fall continues to be a time in the garden where you can both find yourself, lose yourself…
and just have FUN!
Steven           







October 28th -  The WDS Annual Meeting will Feature Tom Smoulder of
Smoulder’s Daylily Garden https://smouldersdaylilygarden.com. The
meeting will be held at the Doubletree in Madison at 4402 E Washington
Ave. and starts at noon.

March 1st – 3rd, 2024 – The ADS Region 2 Winter Symposium will be in
Lafayette, Indiana at the Courtyard by Marriott Hotel and Conference
Center. More details to come!

June 12th – 15th, 2024 – Daylilies Galore In 2024 – The 78th ADS
National Convention will be in Oklahoma City, OK. To register and get
more information, go to: www.ads2024convention.org

UPCOMING WDS EVENTS

Favorite Daylily
I'm a fairly new member, and this season my

daylilies are all giving me many beautiful

blooms. The 'All American Chief' with its

bright, clear red petals and yellow throat is my

favorite. Every day it stands out in my garden,

making me smile and very happy that I have

him in my garden. 7 1/2" across, it says "hello"

to me every morning when I go out to my small

front garden to check on who has bloomed that

morning. I hope other members have him in

their garden, too.

Ann Neviaser

'All American Chief'

Sellers, 1994

HT: 32"   

Season: EM RE  

Flower: 9 " DOR TET

https://smouldersdaylilygarden.com/


Ann Neviaser 

I am a Spring Green native, and currently serve as the President of Neviaser
Investments and the Managing Partner of two award-winning hotels, The
DoubleTree by Hilton Madison Downtown and The DoubleTree by Hilton
Milwaukee Downtown. I am deeply committed to giving back to my community
and actively support my alma maters, Edgewood College and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison My green thumb and love for daylilies has flourished over
the past four years, resulting in a collection of over 50 varieties in my small
garden at my condominium house in Verona. My favorite is the Spider Daylily
as it just speaks to me- its colors and charm are simply captivating. This hobby
brings me back down to Earth and allows me to relax and smile.

Steve Harsy

Thank you for considering me for a board position for the Wisconsin Daylily
Society. I moved back to Madison last year after spending several years in
Tucson, Arizona. My current garden project is landscaping a city lot that had no
vegetation on it when I moved in last spring. I am a gardening generalist, with a
broad interest in cultivating herbaceous perennials, woody ornamentals, fruits,
vegetables, and herbs. The main border in the backyard is being designed
around the backbone perennials of irises, peonies, daylilies, and
chrysanthemums, driven by my desire for big, beautiful, bold flowers after
spending too long in the desert. So my daylily collection is small but carefully
chosen, and growing.

My past experience with non-profit organizations includes stints on the boards
of the Audubon Society of Central Maryland, Potomac Area Iris Society, Albany
(Wisconsin) Historical Society, Albany (Wisconsin) PTA, and the Madison Gem
and Mineral Society. I’m currently a member of the board of the Postal History
Foundation (Tucson, Arizona), and a member of the Madison Area Iris Society
and the Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society. I owned and operated a mail order
perennial nursery several years ago. I’m a chemist by training, and most
recently worked in research administration at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison and the University of Arizona. I retired in 2021.

NEW BOARD POSITION BIOS

Favorite Seedlings



Please watch your emails for
proposed WDS Bylaw changes.

Favorite Daylily?

Let everyone know about your
favorite daylily by sharing it in the
newsletter! Email a photo,
description and what makes it
special to you to Shannon at
solcottster@gmail.com. Your
favorites will be shared in future
newsletters for all to enjoy and add
to their wishlists. For the
hybridizers, shameless self-
promotion is encouraged!

Articles for 
Upcoming Newsletters

Do you have ideas for articles you
would like to see in an upcoming
newsletter? Would you be willing
to write an article? If you can
answer yes to either of these
questions, please email Shannon
Meyer at solcottster@gmail.com

Photos with Animals

Do you have a photo of a daylily 
that includes an animal? We’d like
to include it in the winter
newsletter to give everyone a
reminder of the beauty of our
summer flora and fauna. Any
animals are welcome, including
frogs, bees, dragonflies, cats, dogs,
even deer! Email your photos to
Shannon. Thanks to the nice couple
that Marcie sat next to at the
adoption meeting for this idea.
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“…I haven’t been up to visit him [Curt] in a

number of years but we used to go every

year and I know his program well.  I just

want to say his sculpted form work is

inspiring…the clarity of the colors. I see the

progress he has made with this form. How

clean, very clean, his creations have

become…. and the branching. Every stage of

branching is just crazy."  He paused to

consider. “And I don’t believe he sprays. No,

he doesn’t spray.”

Recently, there has been some small talk

about certain hybridizers retiring or

downsizing. I was dismayed when David

Kirchhoff, owner with Mort Morss of

Daylily World (a preeminent source of

award-winning daylilies), was one of those

names. I went straight to the source today

and talked with David personally as he was

driving into town about his thoughts on

retirement.

“Well,” he said, “I looked around the other

day at the new growth [here]. Then

rummaged in the refrigerator and found

some seeds and I don’t think I’m out of it

yet.”  We both chuckled. “I just returned

from Curt Hanson’s [Crintonic Garden] and

was inspired…”

AND THE BEAT GOES ON
by Linda Shields

So with this caveat in mind we can certainly

look forward to more introductions from the

inimitable David Kirchhoff who is, in fact,

not retiring anytime soon.

David concluded. “His current work which I

saw with sculpted forms has inspired me not

to retire… to work this form into my own

doubles program. Of course, you can never

tell when forces will combine to impede

your ability to do something…”

'Doubleliciousness'
Kirchhoff-D., 2021

'Wings of a Dove'
Hanson-C., 2019

This past season has been a hectic one for

David. After developing, growing, and

preparing tons of his signature daylilies for

the 2023 National Daylily Conference in

Nashville, he returned home to find a

critically ill beloved dog. After attending to

that burial and also while dealing minute to

minute with his partner’s chronic illness,

David works long hours with their

assistant, Logan Armstrong, to keep a

daylily empire functioning flawlessly. The

plants arriving from DW are always super

healthy, abundant and professionally

packaged/delivered.

'Daydreaming Double'
Kirchhoff-D., 2023



On June 10th, 2023 at noon, a picnic
pavilion at the Edgerton Healing
Hospital in Edgerton, Wisconsin was
the site of the 2023 WDS Potluck
Picnic. Approximately forty WDS
club members gathered at the
strikingly landscaped hospital’s
pavilion. The fourteen-bed full
service hospital offers the less acute
phase (Swing) of helping patients
recover after a medical procedure,
emergency or accident. Their
‘specialty’, as it were, in this post-
trauma recovery is the active
participation of their patients and
staff in the daily maintenance of the
surrounding seven acres of gardens
and hiking trails which encompass
the aforementioned pavilion and
pond.

WDS POTLUCK PICNIC

The center of the half mile walking
track was a man-made pond. Keeping
it ecologically balanced has been a
challenge as the cattails, on occasion,
made a more steady advance than
Mark would like. The lily pads floated
in groups on the dark surface as we
were reminded to come back when
the gardens were in full bloom…from
the middle of August to September.
It’s open free to the Public from sun
up to sundown. Park anywhere on the
edges of the gardens and stay as long
as you like or take a hike on the
adjacent trail. 

by Linda Shields

The club gets ready to tour the grounds
of the Edgerton Healing Hospital.

We were lucky before the picnic and
auction activities actually started, to
take an hour-long tour and lecture
with the Edgerton Hospital
Foundation Garden Manager, Mark
Dwyer. You can see in the photo
above, Lisa Imhoff introducing Mark
to our group while standing inside
the pavilion.
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Potluck Picnic continued

As we turned left, we all stopped next
at what the patients call the
Everflowing Urn. As unbelievable as it
might seem, it’s made of plastic,
shaped like a large urn with water
bubbling out of the top. It was installed
to bring the sound of water to the
garden. 

The first sculpture we amassed around,
sitting casually to listen as Mark
lectured, was called ‘Dark Planet’. It was
donated by an artist from the United
Kingdom. Made of the cherished
polished black rock, it was stacked to
form a loose large egg shape. At night,
lit from within, beams escape through
the cracks possibly giving the illusion of
a planet expanding. Around this
sculpture, in brick tiers, Mark plants
items which give off pleasant odors such
as chocolate cosmos, strawberry
geraniums, and lemon verbena. Since
this area is closest to the hospital lobby,
these transitional plantings keep things
smelling sweet. There are two places
Mark gets these fragrant seeds and
plants from: selectseeds.com and
Richter herbs out of Canada. 

Mark Dwyer lecturing while members
of the WDS gathered around the
sculpture called, “Dark Planet.”
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Potluck Picnic continued

I can’t tell you who won the auction
but I do know the lunch was fantastic.
More fun food than fifty people could
eat…let’s hope for a repeat next year.

As we made our way to the western end
pavilion, Mark talked about the 15,000
annuals and 30-40,000 bulbs which are
planted every year. In summer, bright
colors are used especially for visually
challenged people. In June, when we
attended, the alliums were in bloom…
everywhere. And on that note, Mark is
having an allium sale no one should
miss. Starting Wednesday September
27th until Wednesday October 5th, 9
am-5pm daily. And they also have a
fabulous Spring plant sale which I will
write about next year. So stay tuned.

The end of the tour was the blue swirl
pavilion, as Mark called it, because in
summer it’s planted with blue flowers
alone. There you can swing in the
shade while viewing the entire
panorama.

Favorite Daylily
Monique Warnke

'Draw a Line in the Sand'

Diana Gossard, 2018
HT: 28" 
Flower: 7.5"
Midseason Late     
DOR TET



Some say there’s a bit of luck needed
on a daylily’s journey to winning the
Stout Silver Medal; others say it’s
nothing short of a campaign. That the
climb is arduous, few will argue as one
must accrue awards, the Honorary
Mention and the Award of Merit, in the
correct manner to even be considered.
And before awards are even a twinkle
in the hybridizer’s eye, the six to ten
field years of assessment,
consideration and evaluation have
tossed most contenders out of the
ring. 

You wouldn’t expect, all things
considered then, for anyone to be
surprised they had won this most
coveted of daylily symbols.  Empires
have risen and fallen in shorter length
and with less effort than taking a
daylily to the top vote.  But on the day
Sharon Mayotte called her mother,
Ellen Laprise, to ask “Have you heard
the news?” Ellen was utterly surprised.  
There had been other strong
contenders for the Garden Judges to
consider that season. To be eligible for
the Stout the cultivar must have
received its Award of Merit a minimum
of two years previously. It is then
eligible for three years. There had
been encouraging speculation.

You might be surprised to learn the
cross producing ‘Isabelle Rose’ only
yeided two seeds.   “It’s true.” Ellen
says, “ You don’t need all those seeds I
see people making on Facebook.”  Ellen
believes the diligence of her daylily
friends across the country helped her
win the Stout.  People saw it growing
when they visited Daylily World, the
home and business of eminent
hybridizers David Kirchhoff and Mort
Morss. The unforgettable Paul Owen
had it displayed in his gardens at 

'ISABELLE ROSE'

Slightly Different Nursery during the
2014 Daylily National Convention.
Ellen’s friends, especially Mike Huben
and Karin Cooke, told everyone they
knew about it. Annette Rice won best in
Show on a number of occasions with
‘Isabelle Rose’. And it was gifted and
sent as a bonus daylily many times.

'Isabelle Rose' 
Laprise, 2009

by Linda Shields

People from all over the world bought,
nurtured and voted on ‘Isabelle Rose’
because of her outstanding attributes.
For instance, this plant is a bud builder
which is a daylily that continues to
produce buds at the tip.  This trait can
significantly improve the bud count and
extend the actual blooming season from
the Early Season all the way to the Late.  
And ‘Isabelle Rose’ is tough besides
being hardy.  The winters in zone 6b can
drop to twenty below zero while
summers are sunny and hot.  Then
there’s outstanding height and breadth.  
Rising fifty-nine inches, you can see
‘Isabelle Rose’ from anyplace you stand. 



SHIRLEY FARMER MEETING, MARCH 17, 2021

A clump is a whole city of breathless.
Each soft diamond dusted yellow/white
bloom cascades, slips and twists out to
seven inches. This is a daylily to fall in
love with…

Also, Ellen structurally was drawn to
UFs (Unusual Forms) like Clayton
Burkey’s ‘Lola Branham’.  When Jamie
Gossard introduced ‘Heavenly Curls’ in
2000, Ellen states ,”I used that pollen on
all the near whites I had. These
included: 

‘Ghost Ranch’ (Roberts-Roberts, 2007) 
‘Scandinavia’ (Matthieu, 2003)
‘Snowboarding’ (Reed, 2003)
‘Gadsden Icicle’ (Reinke-J., 2004)
‘Glacial Epoch’ (Reed, 2004)
‘Ice Water’ (Reed, 2007)
‘Margo Reed Indeed’ (Murphy-J, 2004)
‘Pale Behemoth’ (Murphy J.,2009).  

“To compare and contrast, I planted all
the near white seedlings in one garden”,
Ellen remembers.

Ellen then had this to say about what
she focused on in her hybridizing
program: ‘As a daylily judge you learn
what to look for…what’s important.  A
strong scape is essential but growers
are willing to stake a particularly
beautiful daylily if need be.  Bud-
building is an excellent trait for
producing a long bloom season.  The
majority of my introductions and
seedlings are diamond dusted and have
a waxy coating on their foliage.  These
traits help the daylily to withstand sun,
rain, insect damage and disease.  I’ve
selected for all these qualities since I
began collecting and hybridizing
daylilies.”

'Isabelle Rose' continued

“So looking back, how did this affair
start?”  I asked Ellen. “I focused on the
whitest daylilies available.” she
replied. “When I began, the whitest
daylilies that I knew of were ‘Gentle
Shepherd’ (Yancey, 1980), ‘Joan
Senior’ (Durio, 1977), ‘Radiant
Moonbeam’ (Larch, 1978), ‘Starsearch’
(Warrell,  1996) and ‘Chesieres Lunar
Moth’ (Hirsbrunner, 1994)”, she says.
Then in 1999, “I lined out all the
seedlings, white pollen on white
daylily crosses and in years to come
chose the ones with the best foliage
and then the ones that held up best in
the sun and rain.  Five remained years
later: one short one is a very pure
white spatulate…the whitest in my
garden and fertile which produces all
white seedlings.  The other four are
still very popular here and will
eventually be named”.
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'Isabelle Rose' continued

Life wasn’t always quite this sunny for Ellen

Laprise but even her dark clouds had a silver

lining.   About a decade ago, she contracted

Lyme’s disease, a pathogen carried by deer

ticks.  Unfortunately, it wasn’t diagnosed for

four years, around 2014.  Chronic infection

by the Borrelia bacteria can lead to a

multitude of symptoms, the Center for

Disease Control says. This occurs sometime

between when the tick bites and the

characteristic rash appears. The only way to

diagnose Lyme’s disease is by a blood-drawn

laboratory test.  The only cure is an

antibiotic.

About the time Ellen was diagnosed and

seeking treatment, help arrived… but we

need to take a step back in time here and

change voices. Let’s meet Sharon Mayotte,

Ellen’s daughter.

Partridge Hill Gardens, where Ellen has lived

and worked the last twenty years, is nestled

in Dudley, Massachusetts, zone 6a.  Daylilies

aren’t only a business for the Laprise family

it is, if you would, their tenet.  They begin

instructing their children once they show an

interest. This is how Sharon teaches her

children, for instance. In trying to stress the

importance of keeping a tag with each

daylily, whether in the ground or out, she

tells it this way to a youngster: “A daylily

must never loose its name…it would be lost.

You wouldn’t like that, to be nameless, and

neither do they.  You must always keep a

name tag with each daylily…”. When Sharon

was sixteen, she requested home schooling

with her mother.  Ellen was a scientist and

she taught her daughter genetics with

daylilies, economics with daylilies, history 

'Starsearch'

Warrell, 1996

‘Isabelle Rose’ is the cross of ‘Starsearch’
(Wardell, 1996) and ‘Heavenly Curls’
(Gossard, 2000).  ‘Starsearch’, known as a
prolific  bloomer, has passed this quality on
to ‘Isabelle Rose’ while ‘Heavenly Curls’, a
Northern hardy sturdy sort, passes
dormancy, blossom size and it’s twisted
and curly blooms.  Across the country,
many gardeners have grown ‘Isabelle
Rose’, the best of the best, for its graceful
growth and outright elegance which is
ensured by its diamond dusting,
commanding height, bodacious curves and
rarified coloring.  Being both pod and
pollen fertile, Laprise herself would
suggest crossing this daylily with other
cascading daylilies or ruffled diploids.

'Heavenly Curls'
Gossard, 2000

“If you are looking for whites, then use a
white as a parent.  I find pollinating
‘Isabelle Rose’ at night most successful.
When I cross white daylilies with ‘Isabelle
Rose’, I get white seedlings because it’s
very good at passing on nice clear white
seedlings.  If crossed with purples, the
seedlings will be pink, lavender or purple.”



'Isabelle Rose' continued

with daylilies, accounting with daylilies.
She knew everyone and everything about
the business. But she went out to make her
way in the world.

Now in 2018, when Ellen needed help
while recovering her strength and
revitalizing her gardens, Sharon was at a
time in her life she could respond with
both knowledge and confidence.  They
made a good family team each bringing her
own strengths. 

As the volume of the business grew,
Sharon noticed Ellen mentioning a
persistent business problem beginning in
2012 with the ending publication of a
daylily catalog called, ‘The Eureka Daylily
Reference Guide’ by Ken and Kay Gregory.  
Eagerly anticipated, subscribed and used
cyclically, this spiral bound publication
listed who sold a cultivar, for what price
and where you could find it. When the
Gregory’s withdrew from the business due
to a death in the family, as Ellen puts it,
“important daylilies started ‘disappearing’
everywhere as no one knows where they
are or how to find them…”.  Even today,
over a decade later, daylily gardeners still
find value in old issues of ‘Eureka’ which
you may find in some vintage bookstores.

Sharon understood Ellen’s concern and
took action. She began research on a
computer platform that might support all
of the functionality similar to what
‘Eureka’ provided.  It also, on the front end,
acts as a storefront for a daylily business.  
She decided to call it ‘Leafi Marketplace’
pronounced (lee-fee.)  Sharon has loaded
Partridge Hill Gardens, their daylily
business, onto Leafi which Ellen operates
on a daily basis, loading inventory and
pricing as needed.  Currently, Sharon is
offering Leafi and all its capabilities to
other customers.  

It takes a good ten years for a daylily to
reach Stout voting.  Genetics, weather and
politics all play their part. But before you
empty your crisper drawers and plow
under your daylily beds, think about
‘Isabelle Rose’ and Ellen Laprise and their
two seed start.  There is hard work and
science, intuition and experience, luck and
good friends here. The love, courage and
work ethic of family shines from dawn til
dark. And spirituality…Ellen says that is
really what it is all about for her.

Visit Partridge Hill Gardens on their 
Facebook page.



This year, the Region Two Summer
Meeting took us to Lansing, Michigan and
featured five stunning gardens. Many
attendees commented that the gardens on
this tour were even better than what we
saw at the National Convention. If you
haven’t been to a regional meeting, they
are well worth the trip. Not only are the
gardens lovely and the company great, but
as a WDS member you usually get the
added perk of being able to sit back and
relax while Badger Bus Superstar Sammy
drives us to our destination. Youth
registrations for this meeting were paid for
by WDS, so it was also nice to see some
youth members in attendance! 

As we disembarked in Lansing, we were
greeted by boxes of free daylilies and the
plant hoarding was officially underway.
Another thing about regionals, you get a
lot of free plants. A LOT of free plants. Pro-
tip: If you bring youth along, you can easily
double or triple your free plant haul! 

JOURNEY TO THE MIDDLE OF THE MITTEN

the hotel and word quickly spread that there

may be a beer garden involved. How the

combined garden center and beer garden

idea has not happened here in Wisconsin is a

mystery. This place is as genius as it is

dangerous. There was a fantastic selection

of annuals, perennials, trees and shrubs as

well as a grocery store, large pond, hot dog

stand, live music stage and yes, an outdoor

bar. Alcohol and an endless supply of plants

to buy, what could go wrong?

Back at the hotel, there were plenty of

activities to participate in. Because there

was not time to establish an Englerth bed, an

on and off scape daylily competition took

place. There was no shortage of beautiful

and unique blooms to evaluate and picking

winners in several categories was no easy

task. There was also a plant sale and silent

auction going on, which left no time for

boredom. Before we knew it, it was time for

dinner and the ever popular and competitive 

by Shannon Meyer

The regional organizers were

seemingly cognizant of the

attendees’ storage needs and

handed  out buckets as part of

the registration gifts, which

was a fun and functional

addition. 

After registration and check-

in, there was a bit of time

before the evening activities

began. Several people had

noticed an impressive looking

nursery called Horrocks Farm

Market across the street from 

live auction. The auction

featured many beautiful

plants, including several

Kulpa registrations that were

highly sought after and had

people bidding high.  Once the

auction was over, the after

party began in the hospitality

room where people got to

socialize and enjoy delicious

treats and an impressive

drink selection, thanks to the

talents of our own Wilma

Brouwer-Herwig, AKA “The

Queen”.
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Bright and early Saturday morning the buses were
loaded with bleary eyed attendees ready to see
some gardens. Plant giveaways and anticipation
kept everyone awake as well pulled up to Nancy
Cooper’s Serenity Gardens in Gregory, Michigan.
As you enter the garden the view is truly
breathtaking. Beyond Nancy’s beautiful garden is a
picturesque lake that is the perfect backdrop to a
variety of bright flowers and unique garden art. 

Middle of the Mitten continued
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Among the plentiful daylilies are hosta, ornamental

grasses, Echinacea, phlox and other perennials.

Because of its proximity to the lake, Nancy does

not need to supplement the garden with water,

which must be nice in a year like this! There was

truly not enough time to fully explore the two

acres and take everything in, let alone sit and relax

to just enjoy the view. 



The next stop was Saundra Dunn and Mary
Ann Cleary’s Along the Fence Daylilies.
Located in Dansville, Michigan, Along the
Fence has over 2200 varieties of daylilies.
Again, it was impossible to see and
appreciate everything in the time we had,
but I heard many people making plans to
return and writing lists of all the flowers
they wanted to purchase. 

Middle of the Mitten continued

Everyone had plenty of space to spread out
and walk the rows and rows of daylily
magic. The youth were invited to hybridize
their choice of flowers and will be sent the
(hopefully) developed pods when they are
ready. After all the wandering stragglers
were collected, we headed off to our third
stop.



Middle of the Mitten continued

After finishing lunch, we hopped back on

the bus and rode a few blocks to the MSU

Horticultural and Children’s Gardens. It

was easy to get lost in 14 acres of roses,

annuals, perennials, water features and

sculptures. As an added bonus, there was a

bridal party getting ready for a wedding in

the garden and it was fun to admire their

ornate and unique wedding attire. You just

never know what you will get to

experience on a garden tour.

Three Crane Farm Gardens is owned by
Jane Hamelink and Ron Dlouhy. This
expansive garden showcases forty years of
daylily and perennial collecting and as I
heard someone say, “just goes on and on”!
Located in Williamston, MI, the garden has
numerous islands of plantings spread
throughout the yard. Besides daylilies,
there many other perennials and to
admire, but it was difficult to look away
from the many unique and eye-catching
daylilies on display. It is hard not to get
inspired by seeing how other people make
use of their space and turn what could be a
flat and empty plot of land into a lush and
interesting landscape. 

After the first three gardens were toured,
we were treated to a somewhat
overwhelming choice of lunch options in
one of the dining halls at Michigan State
University. All I can say is, things have
really changed since many of us were in
college! The cafeteria was more like a food
court with something for everyone, even a
vegan restaurant.  



Middle of the Mitten continued

We climbed back on the bus for the last
garden of the tour, and what a garden it was!
As the bus pulled up to Limberlost Gardens in
Mullikan it was easy to see that this 3 acre,
Victorian themed landscape was packed with
unique features and plants to match. Rumor
quickly spread that there was something
extra special waiting for us here: Chocolate.
Mint. Mojitos. I heard that people on the
Badger Bus audibly cheered when this news
was announced. And Mojitos there were, and
they were GOOD. Even without a tasty
beverage, Daniel Greiner and Michael
Crowley’s various ponds, tropical plantings,
and daylilies artfully blended with a variety of
perennials were beautiful to behold. There
were also several pens of rare breed chickens
that were fun to see and lots of eye-catching
garden art including a life-sized statue of a
black horse.

Once everyone was collected and the drinks
were drunk, it was back to the hotel. There
was just enough time for a trip back to
Horrocks Farm Market or a friendly Cornhole
competition with daylily prizes. As usual, time
flew by before dinner and soon everyone was
gathered again to enjoy a meal together
before the main event: guest speaker Wade
Rouse. Wade, who writes under his
grandmother’s name Viola Shipman, gave a
spellbinding presentation as he talked about
his upbringing, inspiration, writing process
and even read a beautiful excerpt from his
book “The Heirloom Garden” which features a
daylily hybridizer as the main character. It
was touching to see his love and admiration
for his Grandmother and how much of an
influence she had on his life and appreciation
for gardening. He graciously answered many
questions from the audience and I think he
may have even gone home with a few
daylilies….

After another late night at the hotel pool and
hospitality room, we retired to our rooms to
get a little sleep before heading home early
the next day. 

It’s always a little sad to see these trips come
to an end, but thanks to Bobbi Johnson, the
return trips always seem to have a special
surprise stop to cheer us up. This time around,
the bonus stop was Ogden Station Daylilies,
home of Jerry and Lisa Marlatt and over 1200
registered cultivars and amazing seedlings of
their own. Stepping off the bus and into the
field of colorful flowers in all directions was
breathtaking. There was a whole crew of
people there ready to help dig what was
ordered for us and answer any questions we
had. Everyone was racing through the rows of
flowers to see as much as possible in the short
time we had. I was especially drawn to some of
the Marlatt introductions such as the rich
purple and toothy Don’t Go Bacon My Heart,
which I vow to someday own. I think we could
have easily spent all day admiring the farm and
petting the friendly resident pig, but we had a
schedule to keep, so back to the bus we went,
many people with additional plants in tow.
A few hours later, we were back in the Badger
State and saying our goodbyes to one another
as we gathered our luggage and plant hauls. I
had spent most of the return trip trying to
figure out where in the yard I was going to
squeeze the more than 40 plants I had
somehow acquired on this trip! There’s no
time to be melancholy about waiting a year for
the next regional when there are new beds to
create, spreadsheets to update and flowers to
get in the ground. I think that is one of the
things I like the best about daylilies and
gardening, there’s always something to do or
plan and so much to look forward to, not to
mention all the fantastic friends you make
along the way. I hope to see everyone from
this trip and even more members next year in
Ohio. The Englerth Bed will be back and who
knows what surprises and plant buying
opportunities will be in store for us. Again, if
you haven’t been to a Regional, I highly
recommend giving it a try, you won’t be
disappointed and will come back with great
memories, daylilies and so much more. See you
in Ohio!



The WDS Annual Auction and Adoption
meeting was held on Saturday, August 5th.
It was very well attended, with many
members looking to add beautiful new
daylilies to their gardens at great prices.

 If you have never had the opportunity to
attend this meeting before, definitely plan
to attend next year! This article will walk
through what you can expect during the
auction phase and the adoption phase.
General club information kicks off the
meeting, followed by the auction, then a
kick break, and finally the adoption, which
most members have been eagerly awaiting.

Don’t forget to renew your WDS
membership and pick up your daylily

list when you walk in.

A generous member brought some
extra iris rhizomes to share with

attendees.

Check out some of the beautiful
cultivars blooming at the beginning of

August in one lucky member’s garden.

Photos of each cultivar are projected
on the screen so that attendees can

make notes on which they want.

CAPTURING THE EXCITEMENT: A Visual
Journey Through the WDS Auction

by Marcie Johnson

Members are anxiously awaiting the
start of the auction.



‘Mayor of Cornatzer” 

Who wouldn’t want this
double beauty growing in

their garden?

WDS Auction continued

The table at the front is
packed full of cultivars

ready to be auctioned off.

Cultivars are bare rooted
and tagged by the member

who has been growing it

Conrad has been the
auctioneer for many years.

Bidding usually starts at
$15.

Members raise their hand
to indicate that they are

willing to pay the called
price for that cultivar.

Spotters are stationed
around the room to point

out the bidders ensuring no
one is missed.

Spotters record the

winning bidder and
amount.

Youth members deliver the
cultivars to the winning

bidders.

Youth members hold the
daylilies being auctioned so

that members can see fan

sizes.



Sometimes only one clump
of a cultivar is available, but

sometimes there are
multiple clumps.

Rhonda took a turn as the
auctioneer and talked up

each daylily that she grows
- almost all of them!

WDS Auction continued

This member was happy to
win ‘MeMe’s Merlot’ for

$80, one of the highest bids
of the day.

Behind the scenes,
volunteers are getting the

next set of cultivars ready
for auction.

Even if you are sitting in the

back, spotters make sure
that your bid is seen.

Another happy winner who
is going to have a lot of

planting to do!

We couldn’t run the
auction without our

enthusiastic youth member
helpers.

At the end of auction, total
up the amount you’ve

spent, and bring your
money to the treasurer.

This member has the
perfect shirt for this

meeting! It says “I dig
daylilies.”



It can be hard to decide
which of the many beautiful

daylilies to choose.

Volunteers call the ticket
numbers; when your ticket
is called, you can go to the
front to choose one clump.

WDS Adoption

Adoption plants are sorted
alphabetically by name on
long tables at the front of

the room. 

Make sure to have your
ticket readily available,

along with your marked up

prioritized list.

You can choose any one of
the clumps inside the pot

Each has a PVC pipe with
the name and year.

New member Kathy looks

thrilled with the number of
plants she and her husband

will be taking home.

Once all plants have been
claimed, the adoption is

over. This year, members

got to choose two plants.

Plants should be put in the

ground as soon as possible,
and watered regularly.
Make sure to keep the
labeled PVC pipe planted

with the cultivar. 

In three years, Genni with
WDS will contact you and
ask you how many fans you

now have. You will be asked
to bring a specific number
back for the WDS auction.

Don’t forget to sign your

name next to the cultivar
you chose, so that the club

can contact you.



Pale amber sunlight falls across 
The reddening October trees, 

That hardly sway before a breeze
As soft as summer: summer’s loss 

Seems little, dear! on days like these. 

Pale amber sunlight falls across 
The reddening October trees, 

That hardly sway before a breeze
As soft as summer: summer’s loss 

Seems little, dear! on days like these. 
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