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President's Minute
by Rhonda Veroeven
Finally the snow and ice have left, and before we know it,
our gardens will all wake up. This is such an exciting time
...full of hope and promise of a fantastic bloom season ahead!
A HUGE thank you to all of those that have volunteered to
help in some capacity at the 2019 ADS National Convention
that we are hosting in July. We couldn't take on such a huge
endeavor without as much help as possible. We have a very
busy season ahead of us. I cannot wait until I see the fruits
of all of the labor I put into the garden last year...and I really
don't want to admit how many dayliilies I added to my
collection over the winter. It will require me to add at least
one if not two daylily beds this spring before they arrive in
the mail!!! I can't be the only one, right?
Your WDS Board
President: Rhonda Veroeven, 6674 Windsor Ridge Ln,
Windsor, WI 53598, 608-345-0395
purpleirises1@yahoo.com (Term ends '19)
Vice-President: Mike Stafford, 2521 Moland St.
Madison, WI 53704 608-204-3824,
Mike.stafford@doa.state.wi.us (Term ends '20)
Secretary: Lane Revenal, 1242 Nevada Rd, Madison, WI
53704, 608-244-8007 lmrevenal@gmail.com
(Term ends '19)
Treasurer: Sue Hill, 8495 County Rd G, Verona, WI
53593, 608-832-1579, bunnisoo@aol.com, (Term ends
'20)
Sharon Lonergan, 202 Molly Lane, Cottage Grove, WI
53527 608-8394591 sharlgardengal@gmail.com
(Term ends '19)
Monique Warnke, 6596 Chestnut Circle, Windsor, WI
53598, 608-846-5299 mwarnke@centurytel.net
(Term ends '20)
Wilma Brouwer-Herwig, 117 S High St., Deerfield, WI
53531, 608-764-2515, williebh96@yahoo.com (Term
ends '19)
Pat Sturdevant 1949 Sheridan St., Madison, WI 53704,
608-244-1551 patstur004@hotmail.com (Term ends '20)
Web Administrator: R.Vaughan James, 207 Alden Dr,
Madison, WI 53705, 608-218-9384 rvjames@wisc.edu

H. Tart of Darkness, by our own Linda Ball

Upcoming WDS Events
April 13, 12:00 PM, Dr. Darrel Apps (Wild
Rose, WI), Savannah Oaks Middle School,
Fitchburg
May 18, 12:00 PM, Bryan Culver, (Culver
Farm Daylilies, Ontario, Canada), Savannah
Oaks Middle School, Fitchburg
July 10-14, American Daylily Society National
Convention hosted by WDS see https://
ahs2019national.com/ for details. You must
register prior to June 1st to be able to attend.
August 3, WDS Adoption Auction Program
12:00 PM, Savannah Oaks Middle School,
Fitchburg
August 15-18-WDS plant sale and prep. Prep
Thursday and Friday, Sale Saturday and Sunday.
More details and specific times will be posted in
the Summer newsletter. This year's sale will
take place at Olbrich Park (across the street from
Olbrich Botanical gardens).

January and February Brings WDS
Hybrizers to Wow the Membership

By Rhonda Veroeven

January and February meetings brought amazing presentations by many of our
fantastic hybridizers from our hybridizer’s group. It is a tradition that I have
grown to love, and they are among my favorite meetings of the year! I am proud
to be a member of such a vibrant organization with so many capable members
that share their love of hybridizing, what works for them, and of course the
amazing eye candy with all of their pictures cannot be ignored!
January we were blessed with Jim, Sharon, and Doug Prochaska of Fox Woods Jim Prochaska of
Garden, and Jean Bawden of Earthspirit Gardens. Both of them have amazing Fox Woods Gardens
programs and both very different! Bad weather conditions made it dangerous for several of our members to
drive to our January meeting. So we were a hybridizer short.

Jean Bawden of
Earthspirit Gardens

Jim shared the family’s program which included all three member’s different hybrids. They love LARGE
blooms. Not just big, but huge blooms. Their focus on the whole plant is also evident as they have amazing
bud count and branching as well as huge northern hardy blooms. I have many on my wishlist from their
introductions, and every presentation, I add a few more of their intros to my “must have” list. I am a sucker for
huge floriferous plants!
Jean has always intrigued me with her beautiful hybrids. She has a wide variety of dayliles. Huge eyes, fancy
edges, and incredible color combinations. Hers look like fancy southern daylilies, only they are northern hardy!
She also has some amazing UFs (many of which I grow in my garden). I have never had one of hers that hasn’t
been a show-stopper in my garden! It always amazes me to see her beauties. You would never know that she
has been cutting back on her hybridizing efforts.
In February we returned to much better weather and more fantastic WDS hybridizers!!! Bruce Christoffersen,
Francis and Genni Kleckner of Work in Progress Gardens, and Carole Hunter of Prairie’s Edge Garden all
shared their varied and amazing programs.
Bruce, as always, shared his interesting and beautiful creations. He is always a humble man,
and does not give himself enough credit for how beautiful his hybrids are. He does a fantastic
job sharing the parentage and has created some pretty amazing babies! I look forward to
seeing what he comes up with next!
Francis shared their program as we know that Genni does not like to share in
front of a crowd. Their focus is on pristine round flowers with fun color
combinations. They also have many with beautiful midribs and fun edges. They are really
perfecting that market! Many of their newest introductions are named after their grandchildren!
I loved their pictures, but if there is one thing I have learned about their introductions, it is that
Genni and Francis
they are lovely in pictures, but fantastic in person. Their plants make amazing clumps and
Kleckner of Work in
garden plants!!! Their website is https://www.workinprogressgardens.com/
Progress Gardens

Bruce Christoffersen

Carole has worked tirelessly to create northern hardy pretty faces that exhibit instant rebloom.
She shared how very difficult that was. She shared how it is pretty common to have two of
the three requirements that she was working toward, but how very hard it is to get all three.
She feels she finally has attained her goal and has several that are worthy of introduction. I
would agree. They are beautiful, with amazing plant habit, and instant rebloom. Who
wouldn’t want that growing in their gardens? Congrats. If you are looking to see her new
Carole Hunter of introductions, she has her website up and running, prairiesedgegardens.com so feel free to
check it out!
Prairies Edge
Gardens

WDS Hybridizer's Group Learns PowerPoint
By Pat Sturdevant

Early this year in January, the WDS Hybridizer's
Group got together to fine tune their computer
skills with PowerPoint. Carole Hunter led the class
of eager pollinators as they honed their
presentations for the Hybridizer’s Showcase. It
seemed the trick to using PowerPoint was just thatusing it! And, getting familiar with everything in
the drop-down menu. Carole walked us through
step-by-step, perusing all of the drop-down menu
items to see what they would do. We then, applied
each one to our “presentation” to see what each
affect did to our slideshow. I found the experience
with others in the same boat (scared of the
unknown) to be encouraging and supportive. It
empowered us to experiment with a safety net
(Carole) in case we got stuck somewhere and
couldn’t fix it. She was very patient and we all
helped each other figure our way through our
PowerPoint presentations. Carol’s biggest tip was
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Screen Shot of Rhonda Veroeven's PowerPoint for the
national presentation on Monday Night Lights

to select all photos needed for the presentation and
put them in a separate folder. Without that, a lot of
time was spent trying to find the photos for each
slide. Thanks for being so patient and taking the
time to show everyone how to put together a
PowerPoint Presentation, Carole! I know I learned
a lot! I hope next year we have PowerPoint 102 to
build on this foundation! What do you think
Carole? Are you game?

Membership News

by: Gene Dewey

We have gained a number of new members in the last three months. We welcome these folks to our society:
Ann Neviaser, 9017 Royal Oaks Circle, Verona 53593, DNEV@NEVIASER.NET
Aletha, Ken & Gibson Dullea, 102 S Rock Rd, Madison, WI 53705 238-1824 or 338-5482
jan.dullea@gmail.com
Dale & Donna Freiman, 21 Ironwood Cir, Madison, WI 53716, 221-1826, donnafreiman@gmail.com
Joan Frion, 4100 Bannon Rd, Marshall WI 53559
Kathleen Marie, 1102 Risser Rd, Madison, WI 53705, kpmarie@mailbag.com
George Bacon, 4600 Rome Corners Rd, Brooklyn, WI 53521, 734-646-0493 gercellb@gmail.com
Jack Kleinschmidt, 1101 Jefferson St, Merrill, WI 54452, Jackkleinschmidt@exede.net
Beth Hanthorne, 2332 N. Britt Rd, Janesville, WI 53548, 608-346-8189 beth@bethrealestate.com
Deb Hall Reppen, 2360 Kaneville Rd, Geneva, Il 60134, 630-232-8525 debh_r@yahoo.com
Sandy O’Malley, 5871 Lincoln Rd, Oregon WI 53575 4gardenstuff@gmail.com
Judy Schaefer/David Kempen, N4839 Lake Dr, Hustisford, WI 53034 920-349-3996 jrsnumnum@gmail.com
Mary Mayo, 3607 Evans Quarry Rd, Dodgeville, WI 53533 mayohil@countryspeed.com
Marge Weiland, 44 Golf Course Rd, Madison, WI 53704 margeryweiland@outlook.com
Amy & Allan Bishell, 801 Arbor Vitae Place, Verona, WI 53593-1702 608-345-7322
Amylovesflowers@gmail.com
Allan Pisula, 2217 Fish Hatchery Rd, Madison, WI 53713 262-484-3769 wonewac61@gmail.com
Thomas Marling, 3975 Moe Rd, Mount Horeb, WI 53572-1045 608-767-2900 tmarling66@gmail.com
Sherry Tatum, 403 2nd St, PO Box 60, Withee, WI 54498 715-255-2798
Douglas Prochaska, 3759 Grove Rd, Green Bay, WI 54311 920-883-9599 smokinpro1997@gmail.com
Rod Girkin, 10 Cathy Ct, Madison WI 53711 852-9864 Rgirkin@gmail.com
Susan Sundquist, 6201 Strathmore Lane, Madison WI 53711 sunddquists@gmail.com
Nancy Stratman, 7825 Big Timer Trail, Middleton WI 53562-2737 608-574-5025
Jeanne Murphy’s phone # has changed to 608-302-9977
Please note Marilyn & Rick Leccese’ email is mleccese1200@gmail.com

Mandala Stone Painting Class a Perfect Destresser in January
By Pat Sturdevant

Wilma, Char and Monique
dotting away

DOT, DOT, DOT. DOT DOT
DOT, dot, dot, dot, dot dot, dot,
dot. DOT, DOT, DOT, ………..
Here’s a little history: ‘Mandala’
is a term taken from Hinduism
and Buddhism, that represents the
universe. It also means circle
and/or geometric design. These
designs have occurred throughout
history. The design of a Mandala
usually has a central point, and
gravitates outward in a geometric
pattern.
Psycholigists
have linked the
Mandala design
to self, ego and
personality.
Your thoughts
and feelings on
any given day
affect the colors, Becky setting up her
materials for class.
design and layout
you choose. The design allows
you to relax or meditate, by
making repetitive motions to
relax the brain.
Mandala Stone painting has a
very similar meditative benefits
to adult coloring. It will increase
your inner focus, self calming
and soothing. It’s highly

addictive and reduces anxiety and
depression. It allows you to gain
confidence in your creativity,
leading you to try other art
avenues. And, it’s just plain
FUN!!
Joseph and Sue Hill enjoying smack talking

Pat practicing painting

The end of January, fourteen of
us were blessed to have Becky
Robinson teach us how to make
Mandala Stones. Becky put
together starter kits with scratch
paper, dotting tools, paint pallets,
pre-painted wooden disks and
stones. She made step by step
example boards for us to follow.
And, she lined out a rainbow of
acrylic paints for us to choose
from. After
selecting our
color pallet,
everyone
practiced on
paper, making
dots. And, yes
you need to
practice!!
Different tools
make different A rainbow of paints
dots. Some
make perfect dots and others glob
paint unevenly. She then turned
us loose to create our own

mandala stones. Some people
were quiet, some were more
social while they “dotted” away.
Some talked smack, while others
concentrated! At the end of our
class on “DOTTING”, many
unique works of art were
admired!

Fun tools of the trade!

I was astounded by the diversity
of dotting done in a short period
of time. It was agreed upon, that
after the National this year, we
need a “Dotting” class to DESTRESS!! Sign me up! A big
“Thank you” goes out to Becky
for enlightening us on the joy of
painting Mandala Stones!

Winners of the Fourteenth Annual WDS Photo Contest
By Conrad J. Wrzesinski

The votes are counted and the winners have been selected in the Fourteen Annual
WDS Photo Contest. Since the inception of the first WDS Photo Contest in 2006, the
entries have become more varied and creative. The 2019 photo contest was no
exception with the eye candy from 78 entries. Many of the entries were from
members who had not previously entered the WDS Photo Contest.
h. All Things to All Men

The contest format featured three categories. Each WDS Member could submit a
maximum of three photos. The three photos could all be submitted in one category or
distributed among the three categories, which are described below.
Category 1 - Close up of a single bloom without companion plants or other
daylilies prominent in the background. Category 1 had 27 entries. This was the first
time Category 1 did not have the most entries.
Category 2 - Group of two more daylily flowers without companion plants, or
other daylilies prominent in the background. Category 2 proved the most popular
with 33 entries.
Category 3 - A daylily with companion plants or a garden critter landing on or
nestled in a daylily flower or daylilies featured in garden or landscape setting.
Category 3 had 18 entries.
Sixty-nine WDS Members attending the February meeting voted for their favorite
photo in each category. Two winners were selected in each category by the most
votes received.

h. Spiny Sea Urchin

Kleckner seedling

In Category 1 there was a three-way tie. Genni Kleckner’s winning entry featured a striking
photo of one of her seedlings, Tom Kleinheinz had a winning photo of the pie crust edged
daylily, ‘All Things to All Men’ and Karen Weston-Newlin had a winning close-up of the
daylily, ‘Spiny Sea Urchin’.
In Category 2 Becky Robinson’s winning entry highlighted a clump
of the daylily, ‘Blue Breasted Bee Eater’ and Judy Schaefer featured a
striking close-up of two flowers of the daylily, ’Lovie'.

h. Lovie

In Category 3 the two winners were Barry Rowe with a close-up of the
daylily, ‘Through the Looking Glass' seen through a clear glass sphere
and Rhonda Veroeven with a close-up of a green garden frog, as if h. Through the Looking Glass
posing for the camera, while nestled in a bright lavender purple colored daylily flower.
Each Contest winner will receive a certificate for a free daylily of their choice at the WDS
Daylily Sale in August at Olbrich Botanical Gardens and their choice of a mug or tile
artistically imprinted with their winning photo by WDS Member R. Vaughn James. The
winning photos are featured on the WDS web site (www.wisdaylilysoc.org).
WDS Members are encouraged to photograph their favorite
daylilies this summer as they are out and about, for entry in the
fifteenth annual WDS Photo Contest, which will be held in 2020.

h. Blue Breasted
Bee Eater

Green Frog in an upcoming adoption plant

Midwinter Symposium is an Incredible Experience

By Rhonda Veroeven

While the vast majority of WDS members were busy either attending or working the
garden expo, I was on my way to Bowling Green, KY after being invited by their
director, Mary Ann Duncan, to share our promotion for the national. I admit to feeling
guilty about not being able to help with the expo, but I did not take my role in
promoting our national lightly. So I embarked on my solo journey, unsure of who I
would be seeing or meeting, but hoping for the best.
I always enjoy my trips to the Region 2 meetings, and I learn something new at every
one. The Region 10 Midwinter Symposium did not disappoint. I met some amazing
people, forged new bonds, and gained new friends...to me, that is the best part of the
meetings.

Lucas Holman and
David Kirchhoff

I was immediately greeted with some of the nicest people, and welcomed at a fun
decorated table filled with friends, new and old. It was decorated with fun Valentine’s
goodies. I was glad I brought some fun Valentine’s cookies to add to the goodies!
They started with a general hybridizer’s showcase in which a couple of hybridizers
shared their beautiful seedlings and new introductions. Chris Massengill and Scott
Elliott shared their seedlings and a few of their upcoming intros. It was reminiscent of
our own hybridizers sharing their beauties with us. Then after a brief welcome from the
Regional President, Lorene Crone, then we were educated fully by the always
humorous and highly intelligent, Lucas Holman.
Lucas Holman, an Extension Agent and Master Gardener at the University of Tennessee
and admitted lover of daylilies shared his program to alternatives to the usual pest
ridden garden plants. He shared a lot of plants that people grow in TN such as the
Bradford Pear, Knock Out Roses, and Pin Oak. There were very many shared, but will
spare all of the details. He focused on native species and making sure to put the right
plant in the right place. After his presentation he did the first night of auction. There
were many beautiful plants auctioned off, and I wanted to bid, but I behaved!
The next day proved to be extremely enjoyable. It started off with David Bishop from
Gartersville, GA. His program dealt with his quest for little daylilies. He was
extremely hilarious and had an entire bag of props to enhance his presentation. I highly
recommend his presentation! His big take-away was that you should listen to veteran
hybridizers if you are interested in hybridizing. This would save years of time and
money...oh, and he recommends spending the kids’ inheritance as well. Hehe. He
focused on little daylilies, and I would love many of them!

Fun table decorations

Bud Colthorp

Greg and Elizabeth Trotter

Up next was the amazing David Kirchhoff of Daylily World. He shared an amazing
and mind boggling presentation on 60 years of daylilies. He shared slide after slide of
images of beautiful daylilies, but that was not the emphasis of his program. He shared
a myriad of slides of different people that have touched his life and his program. It
was deeply touching and quite moving emotionally. He summed up his presentation
with sharing that it isn’t the daylilies that we come to the meetings for, but rather it is
the people. I could not agree more! I also added a load of new daylilies to my wishlist
Jacob Braun and Jim Cruise

Midwinter Symposium is an Incredible Experience Continued

By Rhonda Veroeven

While that was a hard act to follow, Mary Baker, the former Region 1 President from Omaha, Nebraska followed
it with class. She gave a great program on being the reluctant hybridizer. Her focus is mostly on selfs, and loves
green throats, clear/clean color with great substance. It was nice to hear someone discuss northern hardy
beauties. She also loves red and near whites with great sun resistance.
Next up was the fantastic presentation very different than the rest by Kate Patrick about her travels through
English gardens. She discussed how joining the Royal Horticultural Society helped her in planning a trip of a
lifetime through the English countryside seeing amazing gardens. I wanted to book a trip and took copious notes.
Sandy Holmes from Riverbend Daylilies from Xenia, OH shared her program next. There is no secret that I have
a garden laden with Sandy Holmes’ introductions. Also, I was honored to have a daylily named for me, h. Help
Me, Rhonda was introduced this year after I made a comment on it being the most beautiful daylily in her garden
last year at Northern Mecca. I got to see loads of Rhonda babies and grandbabies as well throughout her
presentation. It is always a winning presentation whenever she shares! One thing I loved was her sharing a
whole bunch of of crosses and including some ugly babies too. It is nice to see the good, the bad, and the ugly.
Following that presentation was Kirsten Hatfield from Zanesville, OH. She has a large farm of 245 acres and
cattle and sheep. She likened hybridizing daylilies to breeding livestock, but shared that there were many
differences. She found that daylilies are much more variable. She likes a wide variety of daylilies and both dips
and tets. She also likes doubles and reliable rebloomers. It was a fantastic presentation.
Wrapping up the presentations was Mike Holmes, Sandy’s husband who also has an impressive hybridizing
program. He shared a presentation on color changing daylilies of the past, present, and future. The AHS Board
of Directors and the scientific committee has now recognized the color changers as a category of daylilies. While
they are not my favorite thing, I do appreciate the science behind them.
Probably my greatest highlight of the trip was sitting down one-on-one with five individuals to interview them
for my Humble Hemeroholic Podcast. I was able to interview Nikki Schmith, Jim Cruise, Jacob Braun, Scott
Elliott, and Elizabeth Trotter. See the article on the podcast to see how to access those amazing interviews! If
you get a chance, attend a region meeting. It does not matter the region. Everyone is friendly, welcoming, and
you might make a new friend with similar daylily interests. Attend if you can!

Silly Selfie with Sandy Holmes

A fun table with friends new and old

Podcast interview with Jim Cruise

By Rhonda Veroeven

Selfie after a podcast
interview with Scott Elliott

Podcast interview with Nikki Schmith

Mary Ann Duncan,
Region 10 Director

WDS has a very Successful Garden Expo

By Sue Hill

At this year's
Garden Expo, our
focus was again
to educate the
public on our
beloved Daylily
but do so in a
variety of new
Sue Hill sharing information
ways. Several of
with attendees
us got together in January to throw ideas around and
formulate a generalized plan. The result was a new,
bright updated look to the booth that drew hundreds
of people to learn lots of things about daylilies to
make their own gardening experience more
rewarding.

We had a display of
scapes to show the
importance of good
branching. There were
seedlings adorning the
tables that had been
started a couple months
before, giving us a nice
Spring feel to our spot.
Our booth volunteers
Sue Hill, Monique Warnke,
were very kept busy
and Pat Sturdevant
answering questions and signing up new members.
It ended up being a wonderful (and tiring!) weekend
despite Mother Nature's attempts to throw bad
winter weather at us.

We had a chance to display
many of the winners of the
photo contest which were a
huge hit with Expo patrons.
We had our new updated
educational material to send
home with anyone who was
interested. We gave out free
seeds that several of our
Bruce Christoffersen was
working his shift
members had collected from
their own gardens. This was a HUGE hit!

We have already compiled some ideas for next year
to add to the display. If anyone has suggestions as
to what might be good to add, please let me know.
Thank you to each and every one of you that made
this year's WDS booth such a success. It was all
because of your involvement and willingness to
come share your knowledge!

Carole Hunter put together a great presentation on
the evolution of the Daylily. Afterwards, several
people came up to us to say how much they enjoyed
the history and timeline portion of the power point
presentation because it was not just a bunch of
flower pictures shown. It was a wonderful way to
get people interested in our hobby. We could tell
when the talk was over by the number of Expo
patrons who thundered to to the booth to visit and
collect their free seeds.

An inviting table display

Informational boards

Carole Hunter giving her
daylily presentation

Creative photo display

Region 2 Winter Meeting a Great Experience for All Who Attended
By Rhonda Veroeven

March 1-3 brought a small delegation of WDS members to the Region
2 Winter Meeting in Indianapolis, IN. Monique and I were asked to
present our program to the attendees of the meeting. As always, we did
our best to represent the club and the national as best as we could.
Like all meetings, there are business meetings,
speakers, and auctions. All of which are fun. I
learned so much and had a blast. The meeting
Monique ,Rhonda, Dianna Gossard,
kicked off with a hybridizer’s forum in which
and Barb Buekema
different hybridization topics. Then there was the
Region 2 Business meeting. There were a ton of topics discussed, and one of the big topics
of interest was the approval of a new website. I look forward to seeing the transition to the
new more interactive and exciting site.
After we had dinner, we were able to see a fantastic program by Mandy McMahon of
Silver Creek Daylilies in Hamilton, MI. Mandy had been our speaker at the 2017 WDS
Mandy McMahon
Annual Meeting. Those in attendance remember how incredibly articulate, family driven,
and that she has a beautiful daylily program. She likes her flowers to look very feminine. She likes pastels and
soft colors. She also likes feminine ruffles and super thick substance. The evening wrapped up with a great
auction. I was outbid numerous times.
Saturday started with a delicious breakfast, and we got
right into the speaker program. First up for the day was
an incredible treat of Larry Grace, of Graceland
Gardens from Alabama. Larry does not do
presentations any longer, and agreed to make a special
exception for his friend, Mike Holmes. He did an
amazing presentation on 12 years of hybridizing
Larry Grace During a
specializing in color changing daylilies. He has been a
podcast interview
Mike Holmes during a
hybridizer for many years but changed his focus 12 years ago to focus all of
podcast interview
his efforts on color changers. In a surprise act, Mike and Larry had asked me to share Larry’s program in the
north if people request it. I do find it ironic since I am not a super fan of color changers, but I graciously
accepted the honor. They both agreed to be interviewed for my podcast as well. A win-win for all of us.
Next up was Dan Knutson who specializes in irises. He shared tips of the trade, different kinds of irises, care of
irises, and some of the keys to controlling pests. Since irises were my first love in the world of plants, I was so
excited to see some of my all-time favorites.

Gail Braunstein presenting awards

Bob Faulkner and Kathleen Nordstrom

David Jewll and Rhonda

Region 2 Winter Meeting a Great Experience for All Who Attended Continued
By Rhonda Veroeven

Gayle Story of Nature’s Edge Daylilies also shared her program. She has been
breeding daylilies for almost 30 years. Her hybridizing focus was on 'blue' lavenders, true
reds, patterned eyes, deep true purples, and she likes to grow plants that grow through a
wide geographical area.
Hilariously funny, Will Marchant, of Druid City Daylilies in Douglasville, GA was up.
Will also has been a speaker at WDS and was well received by our group. As we know, he
focuses on hardiness, unique faces, and great plant habit. He also tries to work with dormants that do well in this
area. Some of his new introductions are stunners and I can’t wait to see them in my garden.
Will Marchant and
Doris Stonska

I missed the next speaker, Tom Bruce, as I was given the opportunity to interview Larry Grace and Mike Holmes
for my podcast. I had to take advantage of their willingness to have a conversation. I was told that Tom gave a
great presentation. I was sorry to have missed it.
Gail Braunstein then shared all of the region 2 award winners. Most notably, John Kulpa was
awarded the Howard Heit Award. Next up was dinner and the second night of auctions. I once
again, was outbid numerous times and came up empty handed. It was fun, nonetheless.
Sunday morning a big storm came in, so they adjusted the timeline and had Margo Reed bump up
her presentation time in hopes to beat the storm. Margo Reed’s presentation was outstanding and
I was so glad not to have had to miss it. I was blessed to actually walk through her garden two
Margo Reed
summers ago, so watching her presentation was extra special after having been there. Her amazing and award
winning daylilies always impress. I was sad to leave after having such a great time. As always, it is about the
people that make me keep coming back for more!

The Humble Hemeroholic Podcast
By Rhonda Veroeven

Sometimes, a silly idea turns into grand plans and an actual outcome. My silly idea began
about a year ago. I thought it might be a fun idea to host a daylily themed podcast which
would be reminiscent of Fireside Chats. I thought it could be a fun legacy project to bring
issues to life, communicate trends and changes, teach about the inner workings of the
ADS, and most importantly, to get to know the people that make up the society.
I decided that I was going to begin with interviewing some of those most involved at the national level and spent
a lot of my time conducting interviews and learning a lot along the way. Next came the editing and production.
This was my biggest learning curve, mostly, I learned from making terrible mistakes.
So what is a podcast? The dictionary definition is a digital audio file available on the internet for downloading to
a computer or mobile device, typically available as a series, new installments can be received by subscribers
automatically. The term podcast is actually a portmanteau of iPod and broadcast. Ultimately, it is like talk radio
that you can download on demand on your device. To subscribe or to listen to the podcasts, simply go to
http://daylilies.online/podcasts/ or to go to my podcast directly, you can go to http://humblehemeroholic.com/ all
of the episodes are there for you to enjoy. You can subscribe, or simply go to the site to listen.
I hope you give it a listen, and enjoy learning about many daylily topics as much as I enjoyed having the
conversations!

Hybridizing in the Tundra
By Rhonda Veroeven

At our March meeting our club was so incredibly lucky to have the amazing Wisconsin
hybridizing team of Phil and Luella Korth of Pinewood Daylilies from Suamico, WI.
Their wonderful program titled “Hybridizing in the Tundra” shared their hybridizing
goals and focus. They prefer working with pastels and mostly fancy northern hardy
single round flowers. They do play with purples, reds, blue eyes, green throats, and
eyes and edges in general.
They are a true team. Phil is the scientist, and Luella is the artist. They both have to
agree to determine whether or not a seedling is selected, and given that they are a true
team, they both have their names on the introductions.
One of the things that they noted was that they learned most everything on their own
as they were among the first in the north to hybridize and didn’t have many northern
Phil Korth giving
hybridizers to use as mentors that were working on the same goals that they had.
his presentation
Their first introduction was in 2001 and to date they have 184 beautiful introductions.
They have begun to downsize. In 2015 they went from 4,000 seedlings a year to 1,000. That seems like a lot
still, to me.
At the meeting, Francis, who has been so incredible at getting a great variety of speakers, made the
announcement that this is his last year as speaker coordinator. I, for one, want to thank him for doing such an
amazing job!

h. Awaken the Dawn

Luella and Phil Korth with
Francis and Genni

Blooms in the Badgerland

Be sure to register for the 2019 National
Convention! Details and registration forms are
available on the National Convention website:
https://ahs2019national.com/
We are hoping to see all of you there. Also, be sure
to let Marilyn Leccese: mleccese1200@gmail.com
or Katie Harrriman: kharriman@uwalumni.com
know if you can volunteer to help. They have the
list of areas of need. We can't do this without our
entire club's participation! We thank you ahead of
time!

Dormant vs Evergreen foliage

Wisconsin Daylily Society Newsletter
Rhonda Veroeven, Editor
6674 Windsor Ridge Lane
Windsor, WI 53598

Spring is natures way
of saying, 'Let's Party!'
~Robin Williams

"Autumn...the year's
last, loveliest smile."
~Indian SummerWilliam Cullen Bryant

